Edgar Allan Poe- Study Guide
I.  Answer the following questions about both the poem and grotesque story:
	1. What is the setting?
	2. Who is the persona? Is he a reliable narrator?
	3. What is the theme?
	4. What words indicate tone?
	5. Identify an end rhyme and an internal rhyme. (RAVEN ONLY)
	6. Identify a line with alliteration.
	7. What is the sound pattern? (RAVEN ONLY)
	8. Critique the writing style.
	9. Summarize the plot.
	10. What symbols are in the writing?
II.  Additional questions about “The Raven”:
	1. At first, where does the speaker assume the raven is from? ____________________________
	2. What does the poem indicate is the main purpose of the raven? ________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	3. What does the main character long for more than anything else? _______________________
	4. How does the speaker try to forget his sorrow? ______________________________________
	5. Who knocks at the speaker’s door? _______________________________________________
	6. What word doest the raven repeat to the speaker? __________________________________
III. Questions about “The Pit and the Pendulum”:
	1. Describe the prisoner’s state of being at the beginning of the story. _____________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	2. What crime has the prisoner been convicted of? _____________________________________
	3. Describe a time in the story when the narrator felt each of the following emotions:
		a. hope _________________________________________________________________
		b. terror ________________________________________________________________
		c. disgust ________________________________________________________________
	4. How does the reader know that the prisoner will survive? _____________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	5. The narrator is certain that his eventual fate will be death because he ___________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	6.  According to the narrator, what are the two stages of returning from a swoon? ___________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	7.  What does the narrator fear upon opening his eyes? _________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	8.  How is the narrator prevented from falling in the pit while he explores his cell? ___________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	9.  How does the narrator finally escape his cell? ______________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
IV. About the author
	1.  Where was “The Raven” first published? ___________________________________________
	2.  What types of literature did Poe contribute to American assemblage of literature? _________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	3.  Why might someone researching Poe find different information throughout their research 
process? _______________________________________________________________________
