Study Guide
The Tell-Tale Heart
 
Vocabulary:
1. Stifled- ________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
2. Stimulates- _____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
3. Audacity-_______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4. Hypocritical- ____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
5. Narrator- ______________________________________________________________________
6. First person point of view-_________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Elements of Literature

Author:		When was Edgar Allan Poe born? ____________________________________________
		True/False	Edgar Allan Poe is an American author.
		List at least four tragic events that happened to Edgar Allan Poe:
1. ____________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________________________________
For how many years did Edgar Allan Poe write? ____________
How old was he when he died? ____________

Setting:		Where does this story take place? ____________________________________________

Character:	What do we know about the old man in the story? (consider appearance & personality) 
		________________________________________________________________________
	Narrator:
		Who is the narrator of the story?  ____________________________________________
		From what point of view is the story told? _____________________________________
		Is the narrator’s point of view reliable? ______  Why or why not? __________________	
What happens to the killer after the story? _____________________________________
Why does the killer tell the story? ____________________________________________

Plot:		Why did the narrator want to kill the man? ____________________________________
		Why didn’t the narrator kill the man on the first seven nights that he entered his room? 
		________________________________________________________________________
		Why does the narrator say that he has an acute (great) sense of hearing? ____________
		How does the narrator kill the old man? _______________________________________
		What does he do with the man’s body after he kills him? _________________________
		________________________________________________________________________
		How does he feel immediately after killing the old man?
a. Boastful	b.   Regretful	c.   Confused	d.  Foolish
			How do we know? __________________________________________________
		What does he think he hears when he is talking to the police officers? _______________
		________________________________________________________________________
		



What does he do as a result of the noise? ______________________________________
			then he ____________________________________________________	______
		Why does he tell the police officers what he did?
a. Guilt	b.   Fear		c.   Nervousness	
			

Theme:		Two themes found in this story are:
1. Evil within is worse than evil without- ______________________________________
2. Fear of discovery can bring about discovery- ________________________________
Where in the story can we see these two themes?

Style:	Edgar Allan Poe wrote several parts of the story to sound like a heart beat.  Try it:

Object there was none. Passion there was none. I loved the old man. He had never wronged me. He had never given me insult. For his gold I had no desire. I think it was his eye! Yes, it was this!  
 
Was it possible they heard not? Almighty God! – no, no? They heard! – they suspected! – they KNEW! – they were making a mockery of my horror! – this I thought, and this I think. But anything was better than this agony! Anything was more tolerable than this derision! I could bear those hypocritical smiles no longer! I felt that I must scream or die! – and now – again – hark! louder! louder! louder! LOUDER! – "Villains!" I shrieked, "dissemble no more! I admit the deed! – tear up the planks! – here, here! – it is the beating of his hideous heart!" 

Figures of Speech:  Below are figures of speech from the story.  Identify each.
1. Death in approaching him had stalked with his black shadow before him and enveloped the victim.
a. Simile
b. Metaphor
c. Personification
d. Alliteration
2. So I opened it–you cannot imagine how stealthily, stealthily–until at length a single dim ray like the thread of the spider shot out from the crevice and fell upon the vulture eye.
a. Simile
b. Metaphor
c. Personification
d. Alliteration	

Verbal irony- when you say one thing and mean another
	Example-  I was never kinder to the man than in the week before I killed him

Did you enjoy this story? ___________ Why or why not? _____________________________________


Why is this story scary? ________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________





