Notes/Agenda for October 21, 2010

I. Complete the D.O.L. sentences for today – Make sure that you find all of the errors
II. Fill-in the following copy of the notes as we discuss:

“The People Could Fly” is an example of a ___________, a type of folktale about heroes and extraordinary events that are usually based on facts but often exaggerated through the years.  Remember that folktales are passed down by word of mouth before they are ever written.  The sad truth behind this folktale is that the practice of kidnapping Africans and bringing them to America as slaves began in 1619 and did not end in parts of America until 1865.  In the early 1800s, a group of enslaved Africans rose up against the agents of their slavery and killed them.  The legend that they flew away likely started because ________________________________________.
This folktale was first written down by ________________________, the author of American Black Folktales, The People Could Fly.  Mrs. Hamilton even became the first black American to win the ________________________ award for her success with this book.  Hamilton was not the only great storyteller in her family.  Her ____________________ also told great stories about his escape from slavery.

III. Questions about the Story

1. What special power do the people in the story have? ___________________________________
2. Why don’t the people in the story have wings? ________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
3. Who is the protagonist of this story? ________________________________________________
4. Who is the antagonist of this story? _________________________________________________
5. How does Toby get the others to fly? ________________________________________________
6. What is the difference between a seer and an average person? Pg 167 _____________________
______________________________________________________________________________
7. Look at the first three paragraphs on page 167.  What does this tell you about Toby? _________
______________________________________________________________________________
8. Hamilton writes the word freedom as “Free-dom” on page 167.  Why do you think she chose to hyphenate and italicize this word? __________________________________________________
9. Look at the line “they flew away to Free-dom.” In this line freedom is written like a location.  How is freedom different from a location? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
10. Find the sentence at the bottom of page 167 that lets the reader know that this is a folktale and write it on the line below.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. Think about it Questions:
1. Why would enslaved people tell this story?  What message do you think this story sends?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Use complete sentences and support your answer for full credit.

2. Why does Toby speak the magic words when he does? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Use complete sentences and support your answer for full credit.

V. Folk Tales
1. The following things are often found in folktales.  Find a sentence in the story that is an example or shows that the following elements are present in this story.  Write the sentence on the line provided.

At least one character with magical powers 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
At least one character who is very good and one who is very bad
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Good characters who win out over evil ones
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VI. Vocabulary- True or False
1. A person who is scorned is someone whom others appreciate. 	____________
2. If your hair is snarled, it’s full of knots.  ___________

VII. Grammar Section
1. Adjectives are words that describe, or modify, nouns and pronouns.  
Example:  Those enormous stray dogs chased five terrified cats.

In the following sentences underline the adjectives.  Use the questions to help.

1. I like story problems. (What kind of problems?)
2. Did you do those equations yourself? (Which equations?)
3. My math teacher gave us problems. (What kind of teacher?)
4. I prefer less homework. (How much homework?)
5. I have many hours of homework. (How many hours?)

2. Using the story:  Find a sentence in the story that has several adjectives.   Write down the sentence and then underline any adjectives.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn-in this sheet for a grade and then use to study








