Romeo and Juliet – Reading Quiz One
Complete this reading quiz after reading Scene I

Prologue- page 698
1. What is the setting of this play? ____________________________________________________
2. In the prologue Shakespeare says Romeo and Juliet are “star-crossed lovers.”  What does this mean? ________________________________________________________________________
3. What is going to happen to Romeo and Juliet at the end of the play? ______________________

READING SECTION ONE OF SCENE ONE: Monday, February 14, 2011

1. In the opening lines, what comic technique does Shakespeare use? _______________________
2. Why are Sampson and Gregory fighting Balthasar and Abram? ___________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
3. Why is Gregory concerned about entering a fight with Sampson? _________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4. Why does Sampson bite his thumb? Explain why he didn’t just fight.  ______________________
______________________________________________________________________________
5. What does Benvolio do when he arrives at the fight? ___________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
6. What does Tybalt do when he arrives at the fight? _____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
7. Tybalt: What, drawn, and talk of peace? I hate the word As I hate hell, all Montagues, and thee.
What does this line tell us about Tybalt? _____________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
8. What is the citizen’s attitude toward the Montagues and Capulets? Why? __________________
______________________________________________________________________________
9. Compare Lord Capulet to Lord Montague and Lady Capulet to Lady Montague. ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Why is Prince Escalus angry the first time he enters the stage? ___________________________
11. What is Prince Escalus’s attitude toward the Montagues and Capulets? ____________________
______________________________________________________________________________
12. What does Prince Escalus do to try to prevent future fights? _____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
13. What is Benvolio’s relationship to Romeo? ___________________________________________
14. What is Lady Montague’s first question for Benvolio? ___________________________________
15. Benvolio and Lord Montague discuss Romeo’s recent mood on page 702. How has Romeo been behaving? _____________________________________________________________________
16. Montague: Could we but learn from whence his sorrows grow, We would as willingly give cure as know. What does this line mean? What does it tell us about Lord Montague? _______________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
17. Look on page 702 and 703.  What do you notice about the last two lines of Montague’s and Benvolio’s speaking parts? ________________________________________________________
18. One page 703, Romeo talks to Benvolio about what has been bothering.  What do we learn is the cause of his sadness? _______________________________________________________
19. Romeo: Out of her favor where I am in love. What does this line tell us about Romeo’s love? ____________________________________________________________________________
20. Romeo: Not having that which having makes them short.  Romeo says that the day seems long.  In this line, he explains why the day seems long.  What is “that” which “which makes them short”? ______________________________________________________________________

READING SECTION TWO OF SCENE ONE: Wednesday, February 16, 2011

1. On page 704, Romeo states that the brawl had to do with love.  How did the brawl have to do with love? _____________________________________________________________________
2. Romeo: This is not Romeo, he’s some other where. Explain this line. _______________________
______________________________________________________________________________
3. Why is Romeo unsuccessful with his love? Page 705 ____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4. What is Benvolio’s advice for Romeo in scene one? What does he suppose Romeo do to get over his sadness? ____________________________________________________________________
5. What does Benvolio vow to do in the last line of Scene One? _____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
6. What do you think of Romeo so far? ________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
7. How does Romeo differ from Benvolio?______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
8. Identify a couplet that begins with either Romeo or Benvolio and ends with the other.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
